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NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL
SINGAPORE






	OBJECTIVE

The Mentor Access Project (MAP) is an 18-month mentorship programme, organised by National Arts Council (NAC) and managed by appointed MAP coordinators (mediaexodus), to ensure the sustained development of young and emerging writers by providing them with mentorship opportunities and ongoing critical feedback. 

The programme invites applications from emerging writers who wish to undergo tutorship from an established writer / playwright. Selected applicants will enjoy opportunities to participate in dialogue sessions, talks, workshops and public readings held over the course of the mentorship, at the end of which, promising original works produced may be published under MAP’s New Book Initiative in conjunction with NAC’s Publishing and Translation Grant.

WHO MAY APPLY 

Applicants must:

a) Be Singaporean citizens or permanent residents

b) Be 18 years of age or above 
c) Be a writer of poetry, prose or drama in any of the four official languages

d) Not have published more than one full-length work (eg. a collection of poems or short stories, or a novel) or had more than one full-length play performed.
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Assessment will be based on the following:
a) Literary merit, based on the supporting materials submitted

b) Programme’s potential to contribute to the writer’s growth and development.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Applications should be made on prescribed forms available from NAC or from the NAC website at http://www.nac.gov.sg. Only one copy of the form needs to be submitted together with the following information: 
a)   Curriculum vitae
b)   Statement of purpose

c)   Three copies of writing samples (one of the following):

· Poetry (10 poems), or
· Prose (3 short stories or 3 excerpts from a novel or 5 essays for Chinese Prose), or
· Drama (1 play)

There is no guarantee that you will be assigned your preferred mentor. MAP coordinators will ensure best effort is made to match a suitable mentor to your writing potential. 
	CONDITIONS

a) Successful applicants will each pay a one-time non-refundable S$300 admin fee before embarking on the programme. Students, NSF and senior citizens are eligible for a discounted fee of S$150. Programme outline and guidelines are found in the MAP Guide.
b) The support of NAC and MAP should be acknowledged upon the publication or performance of works produced as a result of MAP. This can be indicated in publications, or publicity materials associated with performances.
c) The MAP participant is required to submit the following within 2 months from the end of the programme:

(i)
Final evaluation report 

(ii) 
Original and complete manuscripts:

· Poetry (40 poems),
· Prose (6 short stories or 1 novella/novel or 10 essays for Chinese Prose), or
· Drama (1 play)   

Note: There may be other progress reports that NAC or MAP coordinators may request from the participant periodically. Submitted works may be published (in print or online) at NAC’s discretion.

d) Applicants who have been previously accepted into MAP are not eligible to re-apply. 

CLOSING DATE
Applications for 2009 intake (July 2009 to December 2010) will close on May 15, 2009. Application forms and all support materials must be delivered by post no later than the application deadline to:
Mentor Access Project 

c/o mediaexodus 

Woodlands Central Branch Post Office 

PO Box 192

Singapore 917310
IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

NAC or MAP coordinators reserve the right to suspend the candidate from the programme if any of the rules and instructions is not complied with.

NAC or MAP coordinators reserve the right not to disclose reasons for approving or rejecting an application. Late, illegible and incomplete applications will not be accepted.
ENQUIRIES

Please contact mentoraccess@yahoo.com or

· Yong Shu Hoong (Tel: 9119 7854) 

· Enoch Ng (Tel: 9873 0874)


(Feb 2009)

	This form will take you around 30 minutes to fill in.




MENTOR ACCESS PROJECT (MAP) 

APPLICATION FORM

	PERSONAL PARTICULARS

	Applicant’s Name as in NRIC (incl. Chinese characters, if applicable)
*Mr/Ms/Dr

	Date of birth


	Affix

Photograph

	Address (Local & Overseas where applicable)

	

	Citizenship 

	Email (to receive MAP correspondences)
	Personal Tel (Mobile and/or Home)

	Current Occupation & Employer’s Name

	Office Tel

	Educational & Professional Qualifications (secondary school, college, polytechnic, university, arts institution where applicable)

	Level
	Year


	STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

	What are your personal and career objectives? 
What would you like to get out of MAP and how will the mentorship programme help you achieve your goals? 
If you have a preference, which Singapore writer(s) would you like to have as your Mentor and why?
(Please attached your statement as Annex B)




	MENTORSHIP

	Genre

*Poetry / Prose / Drama 


	Language
*English / Chinese / Malay / Tamil
	Dates of overseas trips, each longer than 30 days, during mentorship duration (if applicable)


	If you had indicated preferred choice(s) for your Mentor in Annex B, would you like to continue with the MAP programme if your preferred mentor(s) is/are unavailable?
*Yes / No / Did not indicate preference
Note: While we take note of your preferred choices, we cannot guarantee that you will be assigned a Mentor of your choice. MAP coordinators will ensure best effort is made to match a suitable Mentor to your writing potential.  



	DECLARATION

	
I certify that the information given above and in the attached Annexes A, B and C are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and complete, and I agree to abide by the rules and conditions governing this application.

                                                                                           Annex
   
Tick here if provided

 Curriculum Vitae                                                                  A

 Statement of Purpose                                                          B

 Writing samples (THREE copies)                                        C         

   *- Poetry (10 poems), or
    - Prose (3 short stories or 3 excerpts from a novel or 5 essays for Chinese Prose), or
    - Drama (1 play) 

Signature :   _____________________________________        Date :   ________________________

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL RELEVANT ANNEXES ARE PROPERLY LABELLED AND ATTACHED. LATE, ILLEGIBLE OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.




* Delete where not applicable.
MENTOR ACCESS PROJECT (MAP)
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